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ST. DOMINIC’S HIGH SCHOOL POLICY FOR THE ACCEPTABLE USE OF 
ALL INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES (ICT)  
(Pupils) 
 

Preamble	
 
St Dominic’s encourages use by students of the rich information sources available on 
the Internet, together with the development of appropriate skills to analyse and 
evaluate such resources.  On-line resources offer a broader range of up-to-date 
resources to pupils; provide an independent research facility; facilitate a variety of 
learning styles and abilities and encourage students to take responsibility for their 
own learning.  Internet and e-mail literacy are fundamental requirements for all 
students as preparation for the Information Age – an era where ICT is a dominant 
factor in work and home life.  We wish our pupils to have to access to, and maximise 
the potential of, internet and digital technologies but are mindful of the need to 
ensure that we promote safe and acceptable working practices for all staff and pupils. 
This policy is in line with the guidance for Acceptable Use of the Internet and Digital 
Technologies in Schools (DENI Circular Number 2007/1) and (DENI Circular Number 
2013/25 “E Safety Guidance”. 
 

	
Knowledge	and	Understanding	
 
a) Pupils are responsible for good behaviour in the use of ICT just as they are in the 

classroom or a school corridor.  General school rules apply.  In addition, a 
number of rules relating to use of ICT also apply. 

 
b) St. Dominic’s has implemented a filtered Internet and e-mail service through C2K.  

Pupils are permitted to use the C2k email.  They are not permitted to use any 
other e-mail service while using the Internet in school.  There is consistency in 
filtering for users across all devices.  Users who access C2k from home or in 
another school, are covered by the C2k filtering policy operated by the school.  
C2k uses an internationally recognised filtering service, which has the most 
accurate, current and comprehensive classification of websites to ensure prompt 
immediate blocking of inappropriate sites. 

 
c) Pupils at St. Dominic’s should know and understand that no ICT user is 

permitted to: 
 

• retrieve, send, copy or display offensive, inappropriate messages or 
pictures; 

• use obscene or racist language; 
• harass, insult or attack others; 
• damage computers, computer systems or computer networks; 
• damage any ICT equipment 
• use another user’s password; 
• trespass in another user’s folders, work or files; 
• intentionally waste resources (such as on-line time and consumables); 
• use the network for unapproved commercial purposes; 
• access inappropriate / unacceptable sites; 
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d) Access to the use of ICT for pupils requires parental permission and a signed 

declaration by pupils agreeing to the school rules for use of ICT.  
 
e) St. Dominic’s will ensure that all pupils understand how they are to use ICT 

appropriately and why the rules exist.  
 
f) ICT is provided for pupils to conduct research and communicate with others. 

While the use of information and communication technologies is a required 
aspect of the statutory Northern Ireland Curriculum, access to ICT remains a 
privilege and not a right.  It is given to pupils who act in a considerate and 
responsible manner, and shall be withdrawn if they fail to maintain acceptable 
standards of use. 

 
g) During school hours teachers will guide pupils towards appropriate materials.  

However, it is at all times the pupil’s responsibility to ensure that only appropriate 
material is accessed. Outside school hours families bear responsibility for such 
guidance as they must also exercise caution with information sources such as 
television, telephones, movies, radio, and other potentially offensive media. 

 
h) When using ICT at St. Dominic’s, all users must comply with all copyright, libel, 

fraud, discrimination and obscenity laws or other statutory obligations. 
 

i) Users must keep their passwords and IDs confidential.  The sharing of user IDs 
or passwords is prohibited. 

 
 

Use	of	Mobile	Phones		
 
Students are permitted to use their smart phones in their ICT lessons in conjunction 
with the Micro:bit computers under direct supervision from the teacher.  This is the 
only occasion that smart phones can be used in class. 
 
 

Sanctions	
 

a) Violation of the above rules shall result in a temporary or permanent ban of 
use of the network. 

 
b) Parents/guardians shall be informed. 

 
c) Disciplinary action will be taken in line with existing school rules on 

inappropriate behaviour. 
 

d) Where applicable, police or local authorities may be involved. 
 

e) Serious or persistent misuse of ICT equipment may result in a situation where 
the nature or the gravity of the offence is such that, in the judgement of the 
Board of Governors, expulsion is the only remedy. 
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Monitoring	and	Privacy	
 

a) Users of the school’s ICT resources, including Internet and e-mail facilities, 
should be aware, and must accept as a condition of use, that their usage of 
such facilities might be monitored and should have no expectation of privacy 
whether use is for the conduct of official school work or for personal use. 
 

b) The school reserves the right to inspect and examine any and all ICT 
equipment (including personally owned equipment) used on school premises 
in order to ensure compliance with the school’s Internet and e-mail usage 
policies. 

 

Information	for	Parents	for	the	use	of	the	Internet	and	
ICT	at	home	

 
Parents are informed in writing of the school policy on acceptable use of ICT, and 
asked for permission for their child/ren to use ICT in school.  
 
Pupils are also required to sign an undertaking agreeing to their proper use of ICT 
facilities. Details of the letter sent to parents and additional guidance information are 
included below.   
 
In addition to the above St. Dominic’s offers the following advice to parents: 
 
1. A home computer with Internet access should be situated in a location where 

parents can monitor access to the Internet; 
 
2. Parents should agree with their children suitable days/times for accessing the 

Internet.   
 
3. Parents should discuss with their children the school rules for using ICT and 

implement these at home.  Parents and children should decide together when, 
how long, and what comprises appropriate use; 

 
4. Parents should get to know the sites their children visit, and talk to them about 

what they are learning; 
 
5. Parents should consider using appropriate Internet filtering software for blocking 

access to unsuitable / inappropriate materials.   
 
6. It is recommended that any child under 16 should not be given unmonitored 

access to newsgroups or chat facilities; 
 
7. Parents should ensure that they give their agreement before their children give 

out personal identifying information in any electronic communication on the 
Internet, such as a picture, an address, a phone number, the school name, or 
financial information such as credit card or bank details.  In this way they can 
protect their children (and themselves) from unwanted or unacceptable overtures 
from strangers, from unplanned expenditure and from fraud.   

 
8. Parents should encourage their children not to respond to any unwelcome, 

unpleasant or abusive messages, and to tell them if they receive any such 
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messages or images.  If the message comes from an Internet service connection 
provided by the school, they should immediately inform the school. 
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Free	Advice	
 
Further free advice for parents is available from the following sources: 
 
http://www.internetsafety.com/internet-safety-tips-for-parents.php 
 
http://www.webwise.ie/parents/advice-top-10-tips-for-parents/ 
 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/ 
 
This policy acknowledges and complies with DENI circular 2007/1 on the 
subject of Acceptable Use of the Internet and Digital Technologies for Schools 
and the Acceptable Use Policy developed by National Association of Co-
ordinators and Teachers of IT and and (DENI Circular Number 2013/25 “E 
Safety Guidance”. 
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ICT	Permission	Form	
 
Dear Parent, 

ICT Permission Form 
 
The Internet is the global network of computers you will have read about and seen on 
television. As part of the St. Dominic’s ICT strategy we offer pupils access to a 
filtered Internet and e-mail service provided by C2K school. 
 
Before being allowed to use the ICT facilities within the school, all pupils must obtain 
parental permission and both they and you must sign and return the enclosed form 
as evidence of your approval and their acceptance of the school rules on this matter. 
 
Access to the ICT will enable pupils to explore thousands of libraries, databases, and 
bulletin boards while exchanging messages with other users throughout the world.  
You should be aware that some material accessible via ICT facilities may contain 
items that are illegal, defamatory, inaccurate or potentially offensive to some people. 
 
Whilst our aim for ICT users is to further educational goals and objectives, pupils may 
find ways to access other materials as well.  We believe that the benefits to pupils 
from access to ICT, in the form of information resources and opportunities for 
collaboration, exceed any disadvantages.  We have put in place a filtered Internet 
and e-mail service to minimise the dangers of pupils gaining access to unsuitable 
materials.  In addition a clear set of rules and procedures for pupil use of ICT has 
been implemented.  But ultimately, parents and guardians of minors are responsible 
for setting and conveying the standards that their children should follow when using 
media and information sources.  To that end, the school supports and respects each 
family's right to decide whether or not to apply for access. 
Clear rules and procedures are in place for proper use of ICT.  Misuse of ICT 
may lead to the following sanctions: 
 
Sanctions 
 

• Violation of the rules relating to ICT shall result in a temporary or permanent 
ban of use of the network. 

 
• Parents/guardians shall be informed. 

 
• Disciplinary action will be taken in line with existing school rules on 

inappropriate behaviour. 
 

• Where applicable, police or local authorities may be involved. 
 

• Serious or persistent misuse of ICT equipment may result in a situation where 
the nature of the gravity or the offence is such that, in the judgement of the 
Board of Governors, expulsion is the only remedy. 

 
In addition to the enclosed guidance documents free advice for parents is available 
from the following sources: 
 
http://www.internetsafety.com/internet-safety-tips-for-parents.php 
 
http://www.webwise.ie/parents/advice-top-10-tips-for-parents/ 
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https://www.nspcc.org.uk/preventing-abuse/keeping-children-safe/online-
safety/ 
 
We would be grateful if you could read the enclosed guidance documents and then 
complete the permission form which follows. 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
Carol McCann (Mrs) 
Principal 
 
 
 
 
Please complete and return this form to your daughter’s form teacher. 
 

ICT Parent/Guardian Permission Form 
 
Name of Pupil: ____________________________________________ 
 
Form class:  ____________________________ 
 
 
Pupil 
 
As a school user of ICT, I agree to comply with the school rules on its use.  I will use 
ICT in a responsible way and observe all the restrictions explained to me by the 
school. 
 
 
Pupil’s  Signature: _______________________ Date: ______________ 
 
 
 
Parent/Guardian 
 
As the parent or legal guardian of the pupil signing above, I grant permission for my 
daughter to use ICT.  I understand that pupils will be held accountable for their 
own actions.  I also understand that some materials available through ICT may be 
objectionable and I accept responsibility for setting standards for my daughter to 
follow when selecting, sharing and exploring computer information and media. I have 
read and agreed to the sanctions which will be imposed if the rules governing 
the use of ICT are breached. 
 
Parent /Guardian’s Signature:   ________________ Date: _____________ 
 

__________________________________________________________________ 
 


